SESSION 3
SAVED BY
GOD’S SON

24 SESSION 3

What's your favorite
movie about a rescue
mission? Why?
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THE POINT

Jesus came to earth to rescue us.
THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
Some assembly required.
Many of us dread those words. Maybe you’ve known that terrible feeling that comes when you finish
assembling some item, only to find you have one part left over. Everything seems to be in working
order, but you stare at that unknown piece, thinking, I have no idea what this is for. You can tear the
whole thing down and start over, or simply ignore that piece and throw it away.
Down the road, when the item stops working or blows up, you realize that little part had a purpose
after all.
It can be hard to determine the purpose of some things. Some of us even wonder about our own
purpose here on earth. You may ask: What am I here for?
One person who never questioned His purpose was Jesus. John
began his account of the life of Jesus by making sure his readers
had a clear understanding of Jesus’ purpose. We could use a lot of
good theological terms to express that purpose, but let me state
it simply: Rescue.
Jesus came to earth to rescue us, and when
Jesus rescues us, we find our purpose.

Tim Howard, goalkeeper
for the USA Men’s National
Soccer Team, set the record
for number of saved goals
in World Cup history for a
single game. He had 16 saves
against Belgium in the
2014 World Cup in Brazil.1
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WHAT DOES
THE BIBLE SAY?
John 1:1-5,9-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.

1

2

He was with God in the beginning.

Through him all things were made; without him nothing
was made that has been made.
3

4

In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it.
5

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming
into the world.
9

He was in the world, and though the world was made
through him, the world did not recognize him.

10

He came to that which was his own, but his own did not
receive him.

11

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God—

12

children born not of natural descent, nor of human
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

13

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only
Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
14

The Setting
The Prologue to the Gospel of John
introduces Jesus Christ both as the
eternal, preexistent Word of God
and the incarnate Word which has
become flesh. The apostle John
bears witness to the fact that he
and others were eyewitnesses
to the events surrounding the
revelation of the incarnate Son of
God, who revealed God the Father
and accomplished salvation for
those who believe in Him.
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THE POINT

Jesus came to earth to rescue us.

What do John's

JOHN 1:1-5

The Jews of John’s day equated "the Word" with Scripture, which
makes sense. Words communicate, and Scripture—the Word—is one
of the major ways God has communicated about Himself. God revealed
Himself through the Bible.

words in these
verses teach us
about Jesus?

"The Word" is also a title for Jesus. Everything God wanted to say to
mankind, He said through Jesus Christ. Think about what John 1:1-5 reveals about Jesus, the Word. He is:
1. Eternal. Before anything was created, Jesus existed. We have a beginning, but Jesus does not. He
had no beginning and He has no end.
2. Divine. Jesus is God and He is not dependent on anything, yet everything depends on Him for
existence. Jesus isn’t limited by time, space, knowledge, or power. He has no limitations. He is God. Period.
3. Life. When God created all things, He said, “It is good,” but creation was messed up by our sin and
rebellion. That’s why Jesus came to restore life to us. Life is found only in Jesus.
4. Light.
YYLight reveals. Light shines in the dark places—our hearts and our lives—to reveal our sin and our

need for Jesus.

YYLight gives guidance. Jesus lights the path that leads us in the right direction. When we follow

Jesus, we will never get sidetracked.

YYLight gives assurance. The light of Jesus reveals His truth and salvation, and when we rest in that,

we have assurance and peace in Jesus.
Read John 1:1-5 again. After reading the different roles of spiritual light, how do you need to
be praying for each one of these things specifically in your life?
YYReveals

YYGuides

YYAssures
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What's the difference
between following Jesus
and believing in God?

JOHN 1:9-13

The Bible’s central story is how Jesus came to rescue us from sin.
The story of our redemption was God’s plan before creation. God’s
Son came as a human—like us! He was born to Mary, who was a
virgin. He is Immanuel: God with us (Matt. 1:23).
God has revealed Himself through His Word, Jesus Christ. What is
our response to God’s Word?
1. Reject Him. Many have already rejected God as Creator (Rom. 1:20-21),
so we shouldn’t be surprised that the world did not recognize Him, as
verse 10 says. Even the Jews—who had the Scriptures pointing to the
coming Messiah—rejected Him. Rejecting Jesus as the Word means
living in darkness and spending eternity separated from God.
2. Accept Him. When we accept Jesus for who He is—the revealed
Word of God—He gives us light and life. John used two words to
explain accepting Him: receive and believe. To receive Jesus is to
believe in His name. Receiving Jesus means surrendering your live
to Him and believing He is who He says He is.

Action Point
In spring of 2015, a
7.8 magnitude
earthquake devastated
Nepal. Though
thousands tragically lost
their lives, there were a
few miraculous survival
stories. One example
was the rescue of 15 year
old Pemba Lama, who
had been trapped under
debris for five days
before being rescued.3
YYWhat comes to

mind when you hear
rescue stories?
YYWhat is the greatest

thing you have been
rescued from?

Read Romans 1:20-23. After reading this passage, write
down a few of the reasons that the world rejects Jesus even
though He came to save it?
1.
2.
3.

Have you ever wanted to be the heir of a huge fortune? Usually
heirs don’t have to work hard for their inheritance; it’s theirs by
simply being in the family.

There were
75,485 lifeguard
rescues in
2014 alone.2

When we come to Jesus and accept Him, He brings us into His family.
We become His heirs. It is by His grace alone; we don’t have to work
for it. God gives us an inheritance (1 Pet. 1:4). It is the gift of God.
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THE POINT

Jesus came to earth to rescue us.

How did Jesus'
earthly life show
God's glory?

JOHN 1:14
God became flesh.

Jesus, the King of kings, left heaven’s throne to be born a baby in Bethlehem. Jesus came with no
fanfare, except for a few shepherds (Luke 2:8-14). But His glory was shown throughout His earthly life.
Although a human, Jesus did not set aside His deity. In fact, we see glimpses of Jesus’ deity throughout
the Gospels. Consider Jesus' miracles and teachings.
James MacDonald referred to glory as God’s fingerprint.4 Glory is His signature. Jesus’ life radiated
glory! And He did this by exhibiting two of the most important qualities of God: His grace and His truth.
Jesus displayed them perfectly, and He did not have to lessen His grace or truth while on earth.
We who have experienced God’s grace should be “truth” people. And we who believe God’s truth
should also be growing in grace. We need both clarity and charity. Too often we choose one to the
exclusion of the other, but Christ never did, and neither should we.
At Christmas, parents get great joy out of giving gifts to their children. God delights in giving us gifts as
well. He has given us His grace and truth. He has blessed us with His glory. And He did all this when He
sent His Son to rescue us. Now that’s a gift!
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"Although my memory's
fading, I remember two
things very clearly: I am
a great sinner and Christ
is a great Savior."

5

				—J O H N

N E W TO N

APPLY IT
How will the truth of this passage make a difference in
your life?
YYConsider the impact. Make a list of ways Jesus’

coming to earth impacts you today. Thank Him for
leaving Heaven, taking on flesh, and giving His life so
that you might be adopted into His family.

Children of God
Jesus, the Creator of all there is, has
made a way for us to know Him, to
become children of God. Because
of who He is and what He has done,
Jesus has the right to rule over all of
creation—including our lives.

YYShow grace. Be on the lookout for ways to show

grace to others around you. Represent Christ well in
the way you interact with others.
YYSpeak truth. Stand for truth in today’s culture, but

let the truth point people to God's grace.
Jesus rescues us and gives our lives purpose. And that
purpose is to follow Jesus and bring glory to God.

To continue reading, visit
BibleStudiesForLife.com/articles or
scan this QR code.
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LIVE IT OUT

RESCUED
Galatians 1:3-5
Most people love rescue stories. Whether it is a movie
or an ongoing news story, people are so interested in
rescue stories because they resonate in our hearts. We
all know what it is like to be in trouble, desperately
needing someone to rescue us. From school projects
to life threatening situations, we have all felt the fear
and stress of not being able to make it on our own,
and the overwhelming relief and joy that comes with
being rescued.
YYWhat is your favorite rescue movie? Why?
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LIVE IT OUT

RESCUE PLAN
1 Peter 2:9-10
Have you ever thought about the fact that you are on a rescue mission? Not only were you saved
from sin by your Creator, but you have been equipped and called to help others find rescue as well.
Successful rescue operations can't be executed blindly—you must go in with a plan! Who in your life
needs to be rescued from darkness? List two friends below who need to be shown the light and begin
developing your "rescue plan" for reaching them with the hope of Christ.
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